Folkarts of Newcomers

Teacher’s Guide

Grades 5-8
Using The Folk Arts of Newcomers in Your Classroom

 A Teacher’s Guide

Welcome teachers.  Drawing on extensive ethnographic fieldwork in the Central Pennsylvania region, we have created the web-based profiles you find throughout these pages.  By introducing students to a diversity of cultural groups through the arts, we hope to inspire a greater curiosity about their own history, traditions, and community groups.  

There are two levels of standards-based activities available to you and your students in these pages.

1) Activities embedded in the profiles themselves that directly engage the students and enrich their experience in reading the profile.

2) Activities presented in this teacher resource guide for you to draw upon to enhance use of the content in your classroom.

Using the embedded activities and teacher resource guides to each profile, students will:

*  increase their ability to read for content;

* develop critical writing skills that evaluate and analyze; and

* better understand and be able to identify diversity in our communities and schools.

This resource guide provides teacher enrichment pages designed to help you develop your own lesson plans that can thoughtfully make use of the multimedia content, activities, discussion questions, and ideas for classroom projects.  There is an enrichment page for each profile, and many include notes that will aid you in guiding discussions about cultures or traditions with which you may not be familiar.  For your convenience, the content generated for this resource has been aligned with Pennsylvania Educational Standards for middle school curriculums.  [http://www.pde.state.pa.us/stateboard_ed/cwp/view.asp?Q=76716]  

These web-profiles can also be used to introduce a larger student oral history project within your own classroom or community.  Contact ICP staff for additional resources and curriculum if you are interested.  Because folk and traditional arts are rooted in community, your students can become the experts in the classroom, educating each other about specific arts and customs they practice.  

An important point to remember is that we all have traditions in our families and communities.  While Folk Arts of Newcomers profiles 10 newcomer communities in various neighborhoods throughout Central Pennsylvania, their experiences are applicable across the country.  It is also important to remember that all people participate in their own cultural groups, with equal devotion to their particular traditions.  In a diverse society, we have the opportunity to enjoy and respect these differences.  Many of our discussion questions work to present points of intersection that students may share with a culture that, at the outset, seems to be quite different.  As a teacher, we encourage you to present this material as the everyday arts of people who identify with a specific ethnic or cultural group; and to be sensitive to the diversity that exists in your own classes, however subtle.  Invite students to share their own stories, but realize that some students may be uncomfortable if they feel they are being called upon to be a “spokesperson” for a specific group who is a minority in your classroom.  

If your class develops a profile for your own school or groups within your community, please feel free to share it with us.  We would enjoy knowing more about your community. 
This resource was developed by the Institute for Cultural Partnerships.  If you have any questions regarding the content or recommendations for its use, please feel free to contact us at info@culturalpartnerships.org. 

PA Academic Standards
Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening
1.2.5.A.  Read and understand essential content of 
  
    informational texts and documents in all academic areas.

1.2.8.B.  Use and understand a variety of media and evaluate             
      the quality of material produced.

1.4.5.B.  Write multi-paragraph informational pieces (e.g., 
 
      essays, descriptions, letters, reports, instructions).

1.4.8.A.  Write short stories, poems and plays.

1.5.8.A.  Write with a sharp, distinct focus.

1.5.5.B.  Write using well-developed content appropriate for the topic.

1.6.8.A.  Listen to others.

1.6.8.C.  Speak using skills appropriate to formal speech situations.

1.6.8.D.  Contribute to discussions.

1.6.8.E.  Participate in small and large group discussions and 
  presentations.

1.8.8.A.  Select and refine a topic for research.

1.8.8.B.  Locate information using appropriate sources and strategies.

1.8.8.C.  Organize, summarize, and present the main ideas from research.

Arts and Humanities
9.1.8.A.  Know and use the elements and principles of each art form to create works in the arts and humanities.

9.1.8.B.  Recognize, know, use, and demonstrate a variety of appropriate arts elements and principles to produce, review and revise original works in the arts.

9.1.5.C.  Know and use fundamental vocabulary within each of the arts forms.

9.1.5.E.  Know and demonstrate how arts can communicate experiences, stories, or emotions through the production of works in the arts.

9.1.5.F.  Describe works of others through performance or exhibition in two art forms.

9.1.5.I.  Describe arts events that take place in schools and in communities.

9.1.5.J.  Apply traditional and contemporary technologies for producing, performing, and exhibiting works in the arts or the works of others.

9.1.8.K.  Incorporate specific uses of traditional and contemporary technologies in furthering knowledge and understanding in the humanities.

9.2.8.D.  Analyze a work of art from its historical and cultural perspective.

9.2.8.E.  Analyze how historical events and culture impact forms, techniques and purposes of works in the arts.

9.2.8.F.  Know and apply appropriate vocabulary used between social studies and the arts and humanities.

9.2.8.G.  Relate works in the arts to geographic regions.

9.2.8.K.  Identify, explain and analyze traditions as they relate to works in the arts.

9.2.8.L.  Identify, explain and analyze common themes, forms and techniques from works in the arts.

9.3.8.A.  Know and use the critical process of the examination of works in the arts and humanities.

9.3.8.B.  Analyze and interpret specific characteristics of works in the arts within each art form.

9.4.8.A.  Compare and contrast examples of group and individual philosophical meanings of works in the arts and humanities.

9.4.8.B.  Compare and contrast informed individual opinions about the meaning of works in the arts to others.

9.4.8.D.  Describe to what purpose philosophical ideas generated by artists can be conveyed through works in the arts and humanities.
Ahiskan Profile

Summary:

In this segment, students will encounter marriage customs, culinary traditions, and poetry among Ahiskan Turks currently living in the Lancaster area.  They will read a profile of a young woman describing wedding traditions, three sisters describing cooking traditions, and one grandmother who writes poetry.
Suggested Questions for Discussion:

· What is a refugee, and why do some of them come to the United States?
· How do people come to the United States as refugees?
· What sorts of wedding traditions are important among your family and friends?  Do you know why people perform these rituals, where they come from, and what they mean/symbolize?  
· Describe traditional foods/meals that your family prepares.  What do they mean to you and your family, and what do you think they say about your culture?
· What do you like and dislike about poetry?  What do poems reflect about the people who write them, the people who read or enjoy them, and the society in which they live?
Suggested Follow-up Activities:

· Suitcase Activity  First, students should imagine themselves as refugees.  Pose the following question to the class:  “If you were going to flee to a new country, and could only take what you could pack in your suitcase, what would you pack?”  Next, have students list and describe the items in their suitcases and, for each, tell why they would take that item.  Finally, students should explain/interpret what they think the items in their suitcases say about them.
· Cookbook Activity  Students create a cookbook that represents their unique culture.  For each recipe, students should describe popular occasions for cooking/eating the dish, and explain how each fits into their customs.
· Creative Writing  Students write a poem about an aspect of their culture that is important to them.
Links to Profile-Embedded Items for Students
Essential Questions
· “What does it mean to be a refugee?”
· “How does the forced relocation of people impact human history?”

Student Activity

· “Family Heirlooms”

Making Connections
· “What and where was the Soviet Union?” research

· forced migration/relocation
Bosnian Profile
Summary:

This segment features traditional Bosnian cooking, lace work, and music.  Students will meet two local women who cook Bosnian dishes, one who does fine lace work, and a man who plays the accordion.

Suggested Questions for Discussion:

· What is the importance of family, to individual people and to society?
· How do you think a person’s religious background affects his or her life choices?
· Do you ever feel as though older members of your family don’t always understand your views/decisions?  Why, and on which issues?  How can we explain this “generation gap?”
· What reasons could explain a musician’s decision to play a particular instrument?  Do you think that is important?
· What types of music do you enjoy, and what do you think your music preferences say about you?
· When you choose a favorite song, do you choose it based on lyrics, melody, or something else?
Suggested Follow-up Activities:

· Creative Writing  Students plan an imaginary party for family and friends, and describe food, music, and party activities.  For example, they should explain if they would cook everything from scratch, or buy already prepared foods, and why.  They should describe what sort of music they would have for the guests, and why.  Finally, pose this question to the class:  “Do you think these choices matter and, if so, how much do they matter?”
· Photo Collage  Students select a musical instrument that best represents their personality.  Then, they should locate photos in magazines and online to cut and paste into a collage.  Finally, students present their collages to the class, describing why they chose their particular instruments, and what they represent. 
Links to Profile-Embedded Items for Students:
Essential Question
· “How would you define family?”
Student Activities

· “Canned Goods Game”
· “Family Tree of Traditions”
 Making Connections
· “What Was Yugoslavia?” research
· musical circle of fifths
· PBS’s “History Detectives”

· early Christian history
· regional foods
Chinese Profile

Summary:

This segment introduces students to traditional Chinese art forms.  They will meet two women, a painter and a dancer.  Both currently devote time to sharing their skills and love for art with students.
Suggested Questions for Discussion:

· What is calligraphy?
· What kinds of materials do artists use, and what do their choices of materials tell us about them and their art?

· Analyze the phrase, “keeping our customs.”  What do you think it means to immigrants, and what does it mean, or would it mean, to you?

· Compare and contrast classical art to folk or traditional art.
· Can you describe any traditional dances that you and your family might do?  What can people learn about you and your family by studying these dances, or the occasions for which you dance them?
Suggested Follow-up Activities:

· Favorite Toys  Students interview a parent about an item from his/her childhood.  They then compare and contrast this to a favorite item of their own childhoods.  Lastly, ask students to answer a critical thinking question:  “What can we learn about people by examining the things they love, remember, and save?”
· Student Dancers  In small groups, students create an original dance that they believe reflects their generation’s unique culture and viewpoint.  The group should submit a paper explaining how the dance connects to them and others, and present their dance to the class.
Links to Profile-Embedded Items for Students:
Essential Questions
· “What differentiates classical art forms from traditional ones?”
· “What is the significance of your name?”
· “How do the expectations of your family affect your career choices?”
Student Activities

· “Design Your Own Signature-Stamp”
· “Chinese Character Flashcards”

 Making Connections

· determine Diana’s age 

· locate China on a world map

Indian Profile

Summary:

This segment spotlights a local Indian deity dresser.  Students will read about Hindu customs, festivals, and costumes.
Suggested Questions for Discussion:

· Why do you think humans create statues?  What importance do they hold?
· Does the Hindu custom of dressing deities remind you of any of your own religious, family, or cultural customs?
· What do you think about the custom of arranged marriages?
· What does the décor in your bedroom say about you?  Explain your decorating choices – why did you choose the items and colors you selected? 
Suggested Follow-up Activities:

· The Big Picture  Today’s India is, in many ways, a mixture of old and new.  In small groups, have students research current statistics about the nation, as well as cultural and religious practices in India.  Each group should construct a poster that portrays “the big picture” in India, displaying facts/figures, pictures, decorations, and descriptions of life in India today. 
· Build A Statue  Using craft supplies – such as empty paper-towel rolls, papier mache, pipe cleaners, buttons/beads, glitter, etc. – each student creates and decorates a statue that represents an aspect of life that is important to him/her, and later presents it to the class.  During presentations, encourage students to present what their statues’ colors and other decorations symbolize about them and their lives.
Links to Profile-Embedded Items for Students:
Essential Questions

· “What meanings do colors have for you?”

· “What are some ways that art and creativity are used in the expression of devotion?”
Student Activities

· “Color Short Story” 

Making Connections

· locate India on a world map

Mexican Profile

Summary:

In this segment, students will encounter the rich Mexican culture through dance, music, and food.  The profile highlights a master cake maker, a local dancing couple, a couple of local dance teachers.  Helpful background information on various Mexican regions is also included. 
Suggested Questions for Discussion:

· What traditions do you practice that you think are unique to your region of the country?
· What sort of factors do you suppose impact how diverse regions develop within a country?  What factors have impacted your own region of the United States?
· Have you ever seen a dance troupe perform?  What are dance troupes, and what do you suppose are their purpose?
· What sorts of after-school or evening activities would you suggest to keep kids out of trouble, and why?
Suggested Follow-up Activities:

· Show-and-Tell Food  Students prepare a dish for, or in front of, the class which they believe reflects an important aspect of their cultures.  They should present their dishes to the class, and explain how the food is significant in their families, communities, religions, or ethnicities.
· Culture Brochure  Individually or in small groups, students create a travel brochure for their region of the United States.  They should include items related to local food, music, and dance.  In the process, they will explore how these customs and preferences may have come to be, and describe what they mean to them. 
· Student Dance Troupe  Working together as a class, students generate their own dance troupe that reflects what is important to them.  Small groups (student committees) handle the various aspects of planning a performance – try-outs, choreography, music, costumes, props, practice schedules, publicity, event management, etc.  Students will need to invent a name and style for their troupe, and design a performance for the students, parents, and community.
Links to Profile-Embedded Items for Students

Essential Questions

· “If you were asked to perform in front of the governor of your state, what would you do?”

· “What do you think ‘authenticity’ means in traditional arts?”

· “Is there evidence of gender roles in your culture?”

Student Activities

· “The Clothes In Your Closet”
· “Construct Your Own Identity List”

· “Make Pastel de Tres Leches”

Making Connections

· Mexican geography quiz
Puerto Rican Profile
Summary:

This segment highlights traditional Puerto Rican art and dance.  Students will meet a local Vejigante mask maker, and learn how and why these masks are made.  They will also meet a local teenage dance organizer. 

Suggested Questions for Discussion:

· What do you think a mask symbolizes, and how can masks be used?
· Can you think of any symbols in the community close to where you live?  What do they mean to you or others, and how might you explain them to visitors?
· Are there any unwritten rules for your local or family celebrations?  How do you know what they are?
· What is the most important lesson you’ve learned from your parents or older people in your family?  How did they teach it to you?
· Do you think it is important for young people to learn, carry on, or pass on traditions?  Why? 
Suggested Follow-up Activities:
· Beliefs Chart  Students construct a chart of their most important beliefs.  Start by having students draw a blank chart, with ten rows and approximately seven columns.  First, they list the ten ideas that most influence their lives.  They should rank these items, in order of importance to them, on the chart.  Next, for each belief on the list, they check the column that corresponds to the type of belief they understand it to be:  family, religious, cultural, ethnic, school, community, or other, etc.  Lastly, ask volunteers to share their charts, or portions of their charts with the class, comparing and discussing their important values with those of their classmates.
· Paper Mask Charades  Students fashion a mask made of construction paper, to wear in class.  Tell each student to create a construction paper mask that represents one part of the human condition.  First, they should design, cut out, and decorate the paper.  Next, have them snip and staple a rubber band to the back of the mask, to use as a strap.  Or they can glue the mask to popsicle sticks, so that the student can hold the mask to his/her face.  Either way, the class should then conduct a fashion show, and try to guess the emotion or idea that each masked student is portraying.
Links to Profile-Embedded Items for Students
Essential Question

· “How do traditions change when brought into new environments?”
· “Why do you think wearing a mask can be a liberating experience?”
Activity

· “Childhood Costume Masks”
Making Connections

· “Who Wears the Masks?” research
· your symbols
· the people of your state
· political parties
· locate Puerto Rico on a world map
Sudanese Profile

Summary:

In this segment, students will meet two of the “lost boys” of Sudan.  In addition to their remarkable story of survival, the young men offer the knowledge and experience with Dinkan culture and traditions that they’ve brought with them to the United States.

Questions for Discussion:

· What is a civil war?
· What do you think could or should be done to help refugees who come to the United States?
· How do you think the lives of the “lost children” of Sudan have been altered by coming to the United States?  How might their lives might have been different if they hadn’t? 
· If you had been forced to leave your home, family, community, and country at age 7, what and how much of your childhood do you think you would be able to remember today?  Why?
· How could we in the United States, or the rest of the world, help the suffering people of Sudan?

Follow-up Activities:

· Comparison Chart  Students compare the activities and responsibilities of traditional Dinkan children to children in the United States.  Instruct students to draw a T-table chart on a piece of paper.  Then, have them write a list on one side of words that describe the lifestyle, activities, and responsibilities of themselves and their friends.  After reading and discussing the Sudanese profile, students complete the chart by filling in the other side with words that they believe describe the lifestyle, activities, and responsibilities of Dinkan children.  Ask students to think about how they might be different, and what might they have in common.
· Life-Sized Map  Students develop a large classroom wall map, depicting the route the “lost boys” took to get out of Sudan.  First, make a transparency of a map of the African continent.  Hang a big block of white butcher paper to the classroom wall, and project the transparency onto the butcher paper.  As students research and/or discuss the journey that the “lost boys” took, have volunteers or small groups of students – taking turns – use markers to trace from the transparency their route, the country names, geographical features, etc.  
Links to Profile-Embedded Items for Students:
Essential Questions

· “What is meant by the term ethnic cleansing?”

· “What do you think could be done to help stop the violence in Sudan?” 
Activity

· “Time-Capsule Poster”
Making Connections

· find Sudan on a world map

· historical examples of ethnic cleansing

Vietnamese Profile

Summary:

This segment profiles a Vietnamese painter and a Vietnamese seamstress living in our area.  Students learn how art sometimes grows out of everyday life, and how our customs and daily routines are reflected in our art.  This segment also provides valuable background information about the history of Vietnam.

Suggested Questions for Discussion:

· Name some reasons why a person might commission a painting.  What might these reasons have in common?
· What are funeral customs, and what purpose do they serve?  What do they reflect about the people/societies who practice them?
· What is artistic freedom, and what does it mean to you?
· Explain what a festival is.  Why are they important to the people who participate in them?
· How is clothing affected by the events in our lives?  What can we learn about a society by studying its clothing styles?
· What is a dynasty, and what is their importance in Vietnamese history?
· Analyze the phrase, “caught between two worlds.”  How do you think that affects a person?  Can you think of any examples of this in your own family?
Suggested Follow-up Activities:

· Imaginary Festivals  Students create original festivals that reflects their own unique time and culture.  Have each student write a paper including the name of his/her festival and a description of the activities and customs involved.  In the paper, he/she must explain why each activity is important, and what each symbolizes about his/her life experience.

· Student Catalogs  Instruct students to catalog the clothing of their lives.  They can draw pictures or use photographs to show what they wear for various occasions.  On each page, they should explain how they use each outfit, and why they like it.

· Personality Paintings  Students make paintings that reflect what they feel are significant parts of their personalities.  First, ask each student to select one important aspect of his/her personality to portray in a painting.  Next, instruct them to employ the proper colors, materials, and technique to convey that personality trait on the canvass.  Then, when they present the paintings to the class, ask the class to guess which quality each one represents or symbolizes, and why they think the student chose that one.
Links to Profile-Embedded Items for Students:
Essential Questions

· “What do good luck traditions tell us about a culture?”
· “Can you think of a style of dress that was made popular by someone famous?  What does that tell you about society at the time?”
Student Activities

· “Traditional Dress Self-Portrait”
· “Funeral Traditions”
· “Design Your Own Festival Clothing”
Making Connections

· Vietnamese map
· Vietnamese history









